Agricultural Economics 692

Workshop in Applied Economics
Fall 2007

Friday, 1:30-2:20

Rawls 2077

Professor Thompson

The objectives of the course are to improve the ability of graduate students in agricultural
economics to communicate research results in a seminar setting and to foster critical
thinking. This course is one credit and may be repeated. The course is open to M.S. and
Ph.D. students and satisfies the seminar course requirement for Ph.D. students in
Agricultural Economics.

Starting Friday September 7 and continuing every Friday until December 7 students in
the class will present a research seminar based on a published piece of empirical research
authored by a faculty member in our department. The student will present the paper as if
he or she was the author. In preparation for the presentation, the student will work with
the faculty member in preparing the presentation and in mastering the approach and
findings of the research. The faculty member, along with any other interested members
of the department, will come to the class, critique the student’s presentation, and provide
additional insights into the research to the class at the end of the student presentation.
The student presentation should take no more than 30 minutes to leave ample time for
questions and discussion of the presentation. All members of the course are also required
to submit a question to me each week before class regarding the paper to be presented
that week.

Grading
Course grade will be determined by the quality of the student’s presentation (60%) and
class participation (40%) including the weekly submission of questions.

Suggested Readings:

Edwards, Paul N. “How to Give an Academic Talk: Changing the Culture of Public
Speaking in the Humanities.” School of Information, University of Michigan,
2004. In your packet and available online at:
http://www.si.umich.edu/~pne/acadtalk.htm.

Miller, Jane. E., The Chicago Guide to Writing about Numbers. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2004. Chapter 12 is highly recommended and included in your
packet, but the whole book is a very valuable resource.
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